EAST PASCO

C H A MBER
T GROW THRIVE 20 24

Thursday November 14 , 2024
Chamber Business Breakfast

Sponsored by: AdventHealth Dade City & Zephyrhills

At Golden Corral, 6855 Gall Boulevard, Zephyrhills




Chamber President/CEO Communique

As we bid October a fond farewell, we begin the holiday season!

| have a hard head sometme but many of you know | do have a sof heart when it
comes to our local non-profts. These incredibly giving groups are the quiet support our
community members reach out to when help is needed. It comes in many forms from
helping to heal our souls to putng shoes on our soles.

One of the focus areas of your Chamber is to help make connectons and help
encourage collaboraton amongst our membership, therefore we want to connect you.
Below is just a small list, in no partcular order, of some of our local non-proft organizatons that would love your
engagement and assistance.

Please reach out to them as the giving spirit moves you. Some of their fyers are also included in this newsleter.

Academy of Spectrum Diversity (Gif Card Drive, Flyer atached)
Contact Chris Dester cdester@myasdacademy.org

Sunrise of Pasco (Gif Card Drive, Flyer atached)
Contact Leesa Fryer Ifryer@sunrisepasco.org

Caterpillars to Butterflies Charitable Foundations, Inc. (providing giFs to foster children at a lunch with Santa.
Amazon Wish List link: htps://www.amazon.com/reqistries/gl/owner-view/2GMXVNEJY9U97?share=false)

Contact Tracy Hanson tracy@caterflies.org

Pregnancy Care Center of Zephyrhills (Gif Card Drive, Flyer atached)
Contact Amy Yarborough amy@pcczhills.com

LILLY Education Foundation (toy drive and items to build a Litle Free Library, Night of Light holiday concert, vendor
fair, and art sale coming up on Giving Tuesday. As our 'Giving' initatve, we will be hostng a toy drive for children
receiving treatments at a local hospital during the holiday season)

Contact Lexa Duno lexa@lillyedu.org

Early Learning Coalition of Pasco & Hernando Counties, Inc. (We typically adopt families for the holidays and shop for
the children for gifs based on the lists we receive from parents/grandparents. We usually adopt 3 families from each
county and shop for the children based on the lists the families provide. We also give each family a $50 GC for a meal.)
Contact Steve Knobl s.knobl@elcph.org

Oasis Pregnancy Care Centers (Adopt A Family program and gif card donaton drive)
Contact David Dorsey dave@oasispregnancycenter.org

St. Joseph Catholic Church (partnering with The Thomas Promise Foundaton for a toy collecton drive)
Contact Beverly Burgess admin@stjosephzephyrhills.org

Dade City Police Foundation Contact dcpdfoundation@gmail.com
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Register for the
next one on
Nov 6, 2024






Elevated Estates at The Edwinola

Fun with Memory Care




Elevated Estates at The Edwinola

More Fun with Memory Care

Looking for more informaton call 352-567-6500, visit www.elevatedestatesedwinola.org

or visit the facility 14235 Edwinola Way, Dade City


http://www.elevatedestatesedwinola.org




Applying for FEMA Disaster Assistance
Don’t know where to begin?
FEMA Application: There are four ways you can apply for FEMA disaster assistance.

1. Fill out an applicaton online at DisasterAssistance.gov.

2. Apply using the FEMA app. Download the free app from your smartphone's app store.
3. Apply by phone at 1-800-621-3362.

4. Apply in person at a Disaster Recovery Center (DRC). Find a DRC near you here.

FEMA Appeals: If you receive a leter from FEMA and you disagree with FEMA’s decision
about your eligibility, you can appeal the decision. FEMA might need more informaton to
contnue processing your applicaton.

You have 60 days to appeal the decision from the date on your notfcaton leter. If you
have questons regarding the leter or how to appeal, you may visit a Disaster

Recovery Center or call the FEMA Helpline at 800-621-3362. You can locate a FEMA

DRC near you here or by textng ‘DRC zip-code’ to 43362.

You can submit your appeal online, in person, or by mail or fax.

Online: At DisasterAssistance.gov. Log into your account and upload supportng

documents via the Correspondence Upload Center.

In-person: At a Disaster Recovery Center.

By mail: Send to FEMA Individuals & Households Program, Natonal Processing
Center - P.O. Box 10055 Hyatsville, MD 20782-8055
By fax: (800) 827-8112, Atenton: FEMA —Individuals & Households Program

More information:
on FEMA website

On Pasco County’s website



DisasterAssistance.gov
http://www.fema.gov/about/news-multimedia/mobile-products
https://egateway.fema.gov/ESF6/DRCLocator
https://egateway.fema.gov/ESF6/DRCLocator
DisasterAssistance.gov
https://egateway.fema.gov/ESF6/DRCLocator
http://www.FEMA.gov
http://www.pascocountyfl.net
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October New Members

Distasio Law Firm

Ashley Bonham, Project Manager-Atorney Sync ShOp ladii
3848 Flatron Loop, Suite 101-6 - nf 0Ca
Wesley Chapel, FL 33544 Sma I '

813-437-4424 J I B U S ' N ESS
Legal Services M *
Intuitive Business Consultants

3 commumty

Britney Eads |

PO Box 1744 buy 1 merchants
Zephyrhills, FL 33539 Iocal b

Finance & Insurance an : o= _g Stores

Pride Homes USA, LLC
Robert Dekker

5433 9th Street, Suite 108
Zephyrhills, FL 33542
Construction

fU

dow

Treasure Systems, LLC
Jef Dickerson, Principal
34408 SR 54, Unit 218
Zephyrhills, FL 33543
206-687-3308

Finance
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October Renewing Members

2 Minutes

Bahr Plumbing

Brownsberger, Messineo & Nichols, LLC
C21 Bill Nye Realty

Dade City Center for the Arts

Dade City Church of Christ

DGPerry, CPAs + Advisors

Efcient Computer Services, Inc.

Florida Women Magazine

First Natonal Bank of Pasco-Gall Blvd.
First Natonal Bank of Pasco-Dade City
First Natonal Bank of Pasco-SR54

First Presbyterian Church Zephyrhills
Friends of Hugh Embry Library
GFWC-Woman'’s Club of Dade City

HF Men’s Wear

Hodges Family Funeral Home-Zephyrhills
Landing RV

part of your Ch
Membership Benefi
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Lee Reed Insurance

Mathew S Bryington, DDS

Palm Medical Center-Dade City

Pasco County Housing Authority
Phillip Michael, Inc.

Pippen Law

Postal Authority

Premier Community Healthcare Group
Protech Roofng Services, LLC
Roadstar Hotel

Skymark Roofng/Solar/Pest

South Lake Pharmacy

Southport Springs Golf & Country Club
Tactcal Parachute Delivery Service
Travel Squad Vacatons

Two Krazy Chicks Antques & More
Vitoria Farms

Zephyrhills Brewing Company

ACCOUNTANT « BUSINESS/INDIVIDUAL

Specializing in Over the Road Truck Drivers and 1099 Traveling Nurses

——nrERTay B & N LENZ ENTERPRISES, LLC

0§ ENROLLE 39104 3rd Avenue

l sJ Zaphrhills, FL. 33542-5264
bandslenzenterprises.com
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The Academy of Spectrum Diversity
(on 10/5/2024)

Have you scheduled your Grand Opening, Ribbon Cuttng, or
Anniversary Celebraton?

If not, don’t miss this special opportunity, call the Chamber Today!
We’d love to celebrate with you!



The Academy of Spectrum Diversity
(on 10/5/2024) contnued

5320 1st Street
Zephyrhills, FL 33542
813-355-3230




The Academy of Spectrum Diversity
(on 10/5/2024) contnued

5320 1st Street
Zephyrhills, FL 33542
813-355-3230






The Academy of Spectrum Diversity
(on 10/5/2024) contnued

5320 1st Street
Zephyrhills, FL 33542
813-355-3230

Senator“Danny” Burgess

The Academy of Spectrum Diversity
hereby dedicates this building to Senator

anny DBurgess |

oess for his unrelenting

support and commitment to the children
who are educated in th isfaci]ip).

Furthermore, from this day forward this

bw'/a'z'ng will be named the “Senator

Danny Burges: Educational Center”










One Life-Thiago Santos, Medicare

and Life Insurance
(on 10/4/2024) contnued

739 W County Line Road
Zephyrhills, FL 3354
727-487-9479






Hang Art Studio
(on 10/25/2024) contnued

17710 Long Ridge Road
Tampa, FL 33647
703-999-7604

NG ART
o
LCOMES
YOU!

T EVENTS
IANGARTSTUDIO.COM
& PHRARCARTSTUDIO CON (7O $77.7404

Have you scheduled your Grand Opening, Ribbon Cutng, or
Anniversary Celebraton?

If not, don’t miss this special opportunity, call the Chamber Today!
We’d love to celebrate with you!



Hang Art Studio
(on 10/25/2024) contnued

17710 Long Ridge Road
Tampa, FL 33647
703-999-7604
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info@intuitivebookkeepers.com
Mon - Fri: 9:00 - 4:00 EST
Zephyrhills, FL | Pittsburgh, PA

You can submit monthly informational
articles about you, your employees and
your business?

You can Sponsor a Chamber Breakfast and

be able to introduce your business to the
attendees?

Advertisement is available in: Newsletter,

Chamber Magazine & Website?

The Referral Program can pay your
renewal membership dues?

You can be a Sponsor for the Annual
Kumquat Festival, Pigz In Zhills,
Incredi-Bowl, Golf?

Attending Core Connections each month

helps you learn more about your chamber

benefits?

15th Annual Pigz in Zhills BBQ &
Blues Festival

Sat, Feb 8, 2025
Sponsorship Opportunities
Available!

(include a space to engage with the
thousands of atendees and more)

For more informaton call
352-567-3769
or

813-782-1913




Did you know?

- Solutons Thrif Store is owned and operated by Sunrise of Pasco

- 100% of the net proceeds generated by sales at Solutons Thrif
Store are used to support all programs and services

- Has started the constructon of the new Pet Retreat so that no
survivor has to choose between their safety and their pet’s

well-being

- All services are free of charge and include: Average 6 week
shelter stay, Case Management and Counseling Services, Support
Groups for Women and Children, Limited Transportaton

Other Ways to support survivors:

- Legacy Giving: Give a bequest or a planned gif

- Community Partners: Businesses can support residents of Pasco County experiencing domestc or

sexual violence

« In-Kind Donatons: Support Survivors by donatng goods or services

Shelter Needs:

- Large Freezer Bins

- Extra Large Water Purifer Jug and Filters
- Cofee Filters

- Large Plastc Containers

- Lysol Mult purpose Cleaner

« Mr. Clean Multpurpose Cleaner

- Liquid Laundry Detergent (large containers)
- Fabuloso (Green or Yellow)

- Disinfectant Spray

» Wash Cloths

« Twin Sized Comforters

- Bath Towels

- Standard size bed pillows

» Flip Flops (adult)

- Pajamas (adult)

Elastc-waist comfy botoms sizes S-2X

(adult unisex)

T-Shirts (adult unisex sizing)
Children/Infant Clothing (all sizes)
Children/Infant Pajamas
Children/Infant T-Shirts
Children/Infant Botoms

Women’s Deodorant

Shea Moisture-Ethnic Hair Products
Shampoo

Conditoner

Hairspray

Loofas

Wide tooth combs and Paddle brushes
Body Wash

To schedule a drop-of, please call 352-521-3358 or email info@sunrisepasco.org

Counseling / Outreach East 352-567-1681
Solutons Thrif Store 352-521-3000

Free Confdental 24/ Crisis Hotline 352-521-3120

Counseling / Outreach West 727-264-8479
WWW.SUNrisepasco.org

Call 911 if you are in danger
















.. MONARCH
" BUTTERFLY

FESTIVAL

Saturday

sponsered by Ao o~ 3

The City of Dade City & i > =i4b am to 4 pit
The Dade City Garden Club Touchton Parké& Dade Cltyahggen Club

FREE FAMILY FUN R

flowing from the Park to the Gardens!
Blooms & Bees--The Buzz in the Garden
, Flower Show & Plant Sale, Vendor Market,
Ssn ARtonio Kids' Zone, Live Butterflies & More!
T More information: dcgemonarch@gmail.com

Humana _
Py aovle Trolle, g f \
;ﬁ) E ! COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

TAMPA BAY
We are happy to announce a new date for the Monarch Butterfly Festival!

We will be holding the Festval on Saturday, April 5, 2025. To add to the good news, this event will be held in
conjuncton with the Dade City Garden Club's NGC Small Standard Flower Show, "Blooms & Bees--The Buzz
in the Garden," enlarging even more the potental audience for our special event. All other details including
the locaton, tme and the Jolley Trolley remain the same.

Thanks to all of you who wished us good luck as Hurricane Milton had other plans for Dade City and our
event and ofered your contnued support. We are excited about the potental the event in the spring
presents and will keep you up to date as plans progress.

A great
e way to
us ns°°’a' Network
= } ﬁg and Grow
communlcabLQ"T Your Join your

K Business! Chamber!



“Where’s lvan?”

Looking good Ivan!

Especially the hair!

Have you seen “lvan” out and about
visitng our Chamber Members?

Do you know which of your fellow
Chamber Members he has visited?

Above is:
Professional Hair Labs and
Academy of Spectrum Diversity

You never know where his smiling face
will pop up at!

Did you know we have our
very own “Waldo”?

Except he goes by “Ivan”!

Parent-Driven Educaton for Children
on the Spectrum (Grades K-12)









“Where’s lvan?”

“Where you can fnd
your very own
“Chief Love OFcer”
to help you fnd
the right
“four wheels for you”

“Building a strong sense
of community! “

Visit and enjoy family-
friendly service.

Do you know which of your fellow Chamber Members he has visited?

Above is:
Subaru of Wesley Chapel

You never know where his smiling face will pop up at!



“Where’s lvan?”

Rolo Rosado wants you to
know “We put our customers
frst 7 days a week.”

Stop by to say Hi!

“To be diferent from
any healthcare
experience you've had | i
before. Perhaps even o '8

life-changing. I N

by rm—
-

Dedicated to family
chiropractc and spine
health!

Do you know which of your fellow Chamber Members he has visited?

Above is:
Maximus Self Storage and

Hodges Family Funeral Home

You never know where his smiling face will pop up at!



Home Improvements
That Last a Lifetime.

., o

3 " Free Estimate? Call
ey (727) 202-7562

Run for Hope .....And Your Life, Zombie 5K & 1K Fun
Run held on Oct 26, 2024

A fun tme was had by everyone! Zombies and
“others” showed up to have a great day!

And everyone survived the Zombie Apocalypse!

A Big Thank You to all who came out to support us
and Thank You to all of our Sponsors.

Hope Services

5426 Land O’Lakes Boulevard
Land O’Lakes, FL 34639
813-629-9717




YOUR PATH TO HOMEOWNERSHIP
AN IN DEPTH TRAINING FOR FIRST TIME HOMEBUYERS

John understands that buying a home is more than just a transacton; it's a
signifcant milestone.

That's why he is dedicated to providing you with a personalized and stress-free
experience that exceeds your expectatons every step of the way. With many
years of combined real estate experience throughout Pasco, Hernando, Citrus
county and beyond, he has honed his expertse and is commited to make your
homebuying journey as smooth and successful as possible.

MARKET EXPERTISE
- Deep understanding of the local housing market, including current trends, pricing, and inventory

- Here to provide valuable insights and advise to help buyers navigate the market and fnd the right
property
ACCESS TO RESOURCES

« As amember of numerous Multple Listng Systems (MLS’s), he has access to a wide range of resources
and tools, such as property listngs, market data, and fnancial calculators, can help buyers make
informed decisions

NEGOTIATING

- Isaskilled negotator who has assisted many buyers secure the best possible deal on a property
- Will handle all negotatons on your behalf, including price, terms, and contngencies
NETWORKING

- With many years experience in real estate comes an extensive network of contacts in the industry,
including other agents, lenders, home inspectors, ttle companies, and contractors, that are vital in
navigatng the homebuying process

TIME SAVING

- Helped to save buyers tme by doing the legwork to nd properted that match their criteria
« Scheduled viewings

- Handles all paperwork and communicatons with the listng agent

« Allows you to focus your efort and energy on the many other things that come
along with a real estate transacton such as signing documents,
organizing and packing boxes, and coordinatng your big move

Buying With Confidence is Buying With John Overbeck MCITE ry iyt
813-592-1092 Freedom At Your Dogestep
johno@mcleodteamrealtor.com

www.mcleodteamrealtor.com



http://www.mcleodteamrealtor.com

THE EAST PASCO CHAMBER’S
CITIZEN OF THE MONTH

10/30/2024 at Chick-fil-A for schools in Zephyrhills









Chamber Champion Members

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida
Properties Group-The Amber Lewis Group-Nanette
Mateo

We primarily serve anyone who is looking to buy/sell
their home or are relocating to Tampa Bay and
surrounding areas, helping people and families find their
dream home.

352-287-6777

nanete@amberlewisgroup.com

G & R Parking Lot Maintenance

Frances Gutierrez, Owner

Family owned business for over 30 years experience in
Florida that specializes in Paving, Asphalt Repairs, Seal
Coating, Driveways, Concrete, Tennis Courts, Sport
Courts, Pickleball Courts, ADA Compliance Ramps, and
Striping. We offer free estimates.

813-297-1314

frances.gnr@gmail.com

Henriquez Accounting & Tax Services

Pedro Henriquez, CEO

Specializing in comprehensive financial services, offering
expert bookkeeping and tax preparation for both
businesses and individuals, streamlining your finances,
ensuring accuracy and efficiency throughout the year.
Additionally, we provide LLC creation services, helping
you establish your business with ease and confidence.
With a commitment to personalized service and
meticulous attention to detail, we support your financial
success every step of the way.

813-321-7999

pedro@henriquezaccountng.com

Humana-Skylar Griessel, Licensed Agent

As a fortune 50 company, Humana is committed to
serving the community with health insurance benefits.
Between Medicare Advantage, supplement and
individual dental and vision plans, Humana is one of the
leading health insurance companies in Florida. Nearly
every plan was awarded a 5 star rating for 2024.
813-687-1280

sgriessel@humana.com

Naturecoaster.com

Diane Bedard

Naturecoaster.com will help you grow your organization
regionally with our partnership and advertising packages.
We are Florida’s #1 online magazine. Naturecoaster.com
connects the best of Pasco, Hernando, and Citrus
Counties through our regional directory of local
businesses, events calendar, social media, and
award-winning feature stories. No crime. No politics. East
Pasco, THINK BIG when planning your ad investments!
Naturecoaster.com will introduce your organization or
events to our loyal readers and help you grow.
352-428-2143

diane@naturecoaster.com

One Life-Thiago Santos, Medicare and Life
Insurance Broker

Helping seniors in the community find all the benefits and
options with their current Medicare Advantage Plan and
other plans that may give them even more benefits they
may not be aware of such as lower copays, giveback on
their part B premium, food card, and much more. In
addition, we help low income families apply for Medicaid
benefits and EBT cards.

727-487-9479

tsantos.onelife@gmail.com



Chamber Champion Members

Profit Growth Catalysts

Ann Chaves, Owner

Profit Growth Catalysts specializes in helping businesses
exponentially increase their profits while freeing up time
for owners to focus on what matters most. Through prov-
en foundational strategies, we provide tailored solutions
that drive sustainable growth, enabling businesses to 2x,
3x, or even 4x their profits while giving owners the time
freedom to pursue their true desires. Whether optimizing
operations, improving cash flow, or enhancing market
positioning, our expertise empowers you to reach your
goals faster and more efficiently. Ready to discover
hidden profits? Book a complimentary session today
510-600-4391

ann@proftgrowthcatalysts.com

Quixotic Fibers

Carla Billingsley

A full service local yarn store committed to outfitting you
with the best supplies, tools, and advice to make your
adventures a big success. Our expertly curated selection
ranges from the finest hand dyed yarns and needles to
budget-friendly basics.

813-904-4153

carla@quixotcfbers.com

Ronnie’s Carpets & Flooring

Eddie Thomas

Local family-owned company since 1971 offering a large
selection of floor covering including LVP, Waterproof
Flooring, Laminate, Wood, Tile, Carpet, Vinyl, Area Rugs,
Baseboards and flooring supplies, Services available:
including carpet and tile cleaning, installs, removals, cash
and carry, repairs, and binding. We serve all of
Zephyrhills, Dade City, Wesley Chapel, Lakeland, and
surrounding areas.

863-859-1441

eddie@ronniescarpets.com

Subaru of Wesley Chapel

Stephen McKinney, Chief Love Officer

Premier dealership offering a wide range of new and
preowned Subaru vehicles. Exceptional customer service,
expert maintenance, genuine Subaru parts, and financing
options tailored to your needs, As a community-focused
dealership, Subaru of Wesley Chapel also supports local
initiatives and events, ensuring a positive experience both
on and off the road.

813-614-2810

clo@the3autogiant.com

Get Engaged.:

Attend a Breakfast, Ribbon
Cutting or another Networking
Event!



SPAFET -~ Zephyrhills

7= EAST PASCO
)’ CHAMBER

PRESENTS THE
ISTR ANNUAL

! PIGZ IN ZHILLS

BB :3LUES FESTIVA

BENEFITING LOCAL YOUTH AND EDUCATION PROGRAMS

SATURDAY, FEB § 2025
1AM - 5IM

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN
 TEPHYRILLS
1550 5TH AV



https://www.eastpascochamber.org/events/details/15th-annual-pigz-in-z-hills-bbq-blues-fest-19670

Our Vision:
“to be the best resource to support our
members and attract new business”

Why Join?
Promotion of your business
~Links on our website -
the preferred conduit for business
development and tourism in our area
~Advertising Opportunities
~Sponsorship Packages

Awareness of your brand
~Multimedia program partnership
~Event participation
~FREE Ribbon Cuttings
Introduce your business to the
community

Networking with your clients
~Interaction with potential customers
~Business Breakfasts
~Chamber Ambassador Opportunities
~Events and Committees

Receive a credit of $25.00 for
each new member you refer!

Browue

cHAvYRLEN M — o=, -:r;(/ E
DADE CITY

Dale Allison
(352) 521-0055
10741 US Hwy 301| Dade City, FL 33525
www.jimbrownedadecity.com
dallison@jimbrowneauto.com

Accounting
Bookkeeping

LUZ POLANCO, CEO

Construction Accounting i)
Financial Management ilginor
Certified Fraud Examiner — Q —
We atan » Har cansw (ting servicen VEV
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Complete Decorating & Event Planning Services

Weddings * Receptions  Theme Parties # Corporate Picnics
Birthday Parties * Anniversary Celebrations = Tents » Tables
Chairs » Chair Covers » Sashes « Linens ® China * Arches

Candelabra « Favors » Fresh and Silk Arrangements
Connie Charlton (352) 799-8846
21018 Ayers Rd. Fax (352) 799-2542
Brooksville, FL 34604 email: aspecialoccasion®aol.com

www.aspecialoccasioninc.com

Did you know you can
add your events to the Chamber
Event Calendar?

Check out the Event Calendar on the
website and complete the “Submit New
Event’

So Easy!

Happy
Birthday
Chamber
Members

With
November
Birthdays

We Hope Your
Day Is
Amazing!


https://www.eastpascochamber.org/events/calendar/




State/Local Damage Estimators Going Door-to-Door in Pasco

~~Team members will be wearing official ID~~

Pasco County Building Constructon Services is partnering with the Florida Division of Emergency Manage-
ment to contnue estmatng damage in Pasco’s hardest-hit neighborhoods following Hurricanes Helene and
Milton.

State and local team members are canvassing areas west of U.S. 19 through the end of November to
provide accurate informaton about homes that were severely damaged and will require substantal
improvements. Preliminary damage inspectons include evaluatng the extent of damage to foundatons,
roofs, windows, walls, foors, doors, siding, installed appliances, electrical, plumbing, heatng and air
conditoning.

All damage estimators will be wearing official identification and can provide contact informaton for
verifcaton.

Please keep in mind that federal, state and county government employees will never approach you for cash
payments. If you're hiring someone to help you rebuild, make sure the company is licensed in Florida by
looking them up at MyFloridalicense.com.

Please contact Pasco County Customer Service with questions or concerns. Call 727.847.2411 or chat with us
online at MyPasco.net.

Ralph Lair

Intergovernmental Afairs Ofcer
Intergovernmental Afairs

Pasco County

P 352-521-5116

Historic Pasco County Courthouse
37918 Meridian Avenue
Dade City, FL 33525

rlair@mypasco.net

www.mypasco.net


https://www.pascocountyfl.net/services/building_construction/index.php
https://www.floridadisaster.org/
https://www.floridadisaster.org/
http://www.MyFloridaLicense.com
http://www.mypasco.net

Attorney Kevin Sullivan
(813) 598-4868
- FREE Consultation

Officas: St Petersburg, Zephyrhiils, Fort Richey®, Brandon®
Clearwater’, Sun City Canter” & Plant City*
(* By Appointmant Ounly)

BETTER
TOGETHER
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Accounting

< - FAY N[ HENRIQUEZ ACCOUNTING & TAX QL‘R\'I(']')
$7660 Emerson H|II Clr | Zephyrhllls, FL 33540 5344 9th St., Zephyrhills, F1, 33542

*Lz3stuis 813 308,0164 ||  813.321.7999 « Cell 518.52 27631

* Two months free rent Photos | Virtual Tours Pedro@henriquezaccounting.com
* No application fees WWW. |Iummazephyrhllls com | www.henriquezaccounting.org

vvvvv

NEW Bm'l)l Princess
NEW lluuxe ()l'm':ni( m's Pub

Capture the Mag Pavement Preservation | Recycling & Reconstruction
apiure e dn ' o : v
= photo Experience Materials, Testing & Other Services

sttt )1 \Wire Rd Zephyrhills, FL 33540
B e www.asphaltpavingsystems.com

(813) 788-0010

~ < ”.. |¢ m(m&m-mn-u-.ﬂ |
Y -A\‘R 0am - Gpm + Rain o Shine + free Parking
Fop .:c. (EARS www.BayArcoRenFest.com

Quixatic Fibers is a full service m shop
with everything for the “c ra}ly In mmd' ,é

& Luxury hand-dyed yarns : Open Mon-Sat 10AM-3PM
% Quality yarns to fit all budgets 38336 Fifth Ave
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The Saint Leo Rhythm Machine will feature some jazz arrangements of familiar Christmas tunes such as God
Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen. The string ensemble also will be featured in the concert, and Dr. Kyle Cherwinski
will share some Christmas music on the marimba.

There is no charge for the concerts, but donations are welcome to help send some Saint Leo students to
perform at Carnegie Hall in March. A QR code will be available to make donations online.

Seating is first come, first served with the Holy Name Monastery being a smaller space for the 4 p.m. concert.
For more information about the concerts, email

Christmas Celebration Information

Saint Leo University is at 33701 County Road 52, St. Leo, FL 33574. Free parking is available in surface lots
and in the campus garage.

Those with questions or who need more information may email
-30-
Photo cutlines/captions:
A Saint Leo Christmas in 2023 featured students singing Christmas classics.

In 2023, Saint Leo University lit up the campus and hosted its Christmas Village. Guests were greeted by the
universityls cheer and dance teams.

About Saint Leo University

Saint Leo University is a Catholic Benedictine
university dedicated to helping learners of all
backgrounds and ages gain the competence and
courage to be more. Offering more than 60 degree
programs to more than 14,190 students each year,
¥ the nonprofit university is known for providing a

& values-based education in the liberal arts tradition
{and a community of belonging for those who seek a
greater purpose in life. Saint Leo is regionally
accredited and offers a campus in the Tampa Bay
¢ area of Florida, regional education centers, and

8 several online programs. The university is home to
: & more than 106,000 alumni. Learn more at

4» Media Contact: Mary McCoy, Senior Editor & Media
= Relations Manager, ,
(352) 588-7118 or cell (813) 610-8416
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NATIONAL ARTS IN EDUCATION WEEK

The Hugh Embry Library and the Dade City Center for the Arts held their 2" Annual Natonal Arts in
Educaton Week on Monday, September 9™ thru Saturday, September 14™. The Library ofered many free
and interestng classes during the week, and we had 24 excitng entries by local creatve Artsts whose Art
was displayed throughout the Library to be admired by all. Programs were provided with a picture of the
Artsts and their artwork which also indicated the art pieces that were for sale. On Thursday, September 12"
the Dade City Center for the Arts sponsored the Meet & Greet Recepton for the Artsts which a great turnout
was received from the community. Commissioner Jim Shive provided opening remarks, and expressed the
City’s appreciaton for the Arts in our charming Downtown Dade City. We enjoyed hearing from many of the
Artsts, and learned how they started their interest in Art. A nice variety of food was provided, and special
thanks to Olga’s Bakery & Deli and Farmhouse Market & Cafe for donatng their delicious donuts and
brownies. A Surprise Drawing was also held which was won by one of our Artsts, Magda MacKenzie. Please
make plans to join us and hopefully enter a piece of your artwork for our 3" Annual Natonal Arts in
Educaton Week in 2025!




Why are there Rules for the Weeki Wachi River?

When | moved to Florida in 1990, we took a long trip from St. Petersburg to
Weeki Wachee for a camping weekend. We stayed at the Weeki Wachee
Christan Camp and jumped into the river, swam up and down the area, and
foated out to Rogers Park in Hernando Beach as the fnal thrill!

There we were picked up and ferried back to the camp with our tubes to do it
again — and again! There were power boats, kayaks, and jon boats along our
way — and an occasional manatee sightng. Local teens were swinging out and
jumping into “hospital hole” and a general feeling of freedom and escape from
the mundane of life permeated every part of the experience.

Weeki Wachee was a “city” in Hernando County, with the land owned by the Southwest Water Management District
(SWFWMD or the District) and a tourist atracton was running on the land at the headsprings of the Weeki Wachee
River. The Christan Camp was stll hostng annual camping weekends, as well as rentng its cabins and ofering a day
pass for a small fee. Residental and vacaton places lined areas of the river with boats and foats in front of the private
places.

Traveling the river included areas of wilderness along what is now the Weekiwachee Preserve and the Springs
Educaton Center. A trip down the Weeki Wachee river was a getaway from the daily grind and a chance to cool down
with the 72-degree freshwater run.

Weeki Wachee Springs Becomes a State Park

In 2008, Weeki Wachee Springs atracton was handed over to the State of Florida, becoming a State Park. The City of
Live Mermaids was stll on the grounds, but its tny cabins were its only residences, and they were occupied by those
running the park.

The Atracton needed a LOT of investment in its infrastructure and the State, Hernando County, and the newly formed
Friends of Weeki Wachee Springs State Park went to work.

About the Weeki Wachee River

The Weeki Wachee River is fed by a spring that is so deep that its botom has never been discovered. The Weeki
Wachee Spring is a frst-magnitude spring that gushes 117 million gallons of clean, pure H20 daily. This provides a
pristne environment for river oters, manatees, fsh, and other freshwater creatures of all shapes and sizes, including
mermaids!

Here is an overview and virtual tour of the Weeki Wachee River from the District

Over the years, more and more people “discovered” the beauty of the Weeki Wachee river and the serene experience
of traversing its crystal-clear waters. As thousands of humans came to paddle and recreate along this piece of paradise,
more trash was leT along the banks and the banks eroded more quickly, harming the wildlife that called the river home
and irritatng the humans who lived, vacatoned, or foated along its magical trek. At its peak, nearly 700 vessels used
this regional treasure on one summer’s day!

It became evident that there was a limit to how many people should use the Weeki Wachee River to maintain the
river’s health. The District, Hernando County, and the Florida Department of Environmental Protecton had a survey
done in 2018-19 to evaluate the Weeki Wachee river’s conditon. It was scientfcally determined that the river’s
conditon was degrading. The causes of its degeneraton were sought. When the report came back, the agencies
worked together to come up with a plan that would allow the river to heal from its overuse while allowing people to
enjoy its beauty, as a Florida Outstanding Waterway.



Many locals have been frustrated that their freedom to use the river has been infringed on, but without the protecton
of the shoreline and seagrass to feed the river’s fauna, the Weeki Wachee was moving toward becoming a very
diferent river than itself.

Others have complained that power boats should not be allowed on the river, but there was no evidence that power
boats specifcally caused the problems — and what about those who live along the river?

Increased recreatonal actvites have had negatve environmental impacts on the river by damaging vegetaton and
increasing erosion, which harms the water’s pristne quality.

A Plan to Improve the Ecological Health of the Weeki Wachee River

The primary issues facing the Weeki Wachee River district include nitrate enrichment,
sedimentaton, potental decreases in historical water fows, and decreases in desirable
aguatc vegetaton. Sedimentaton alters the river channel structure and can smother
benefcial submerged aquatc vegetaton.

Because we can’t do anything about how much rain falls, the District, the County, and the
DEP went to work on what we can manage. This meant that human interacton with the
river would need to change.

The launch from Weeki Wachee Springs was limited and reservatons became required
whether launching your own kayak or rentng one from the outiter.

Fixing What We Can to Restore the Weeki Wachee River’s Health
The number of vessels allowed to launch from the river’s eastern entrance was limited to 70 per hour, and in 2018
signifcant improvements were made to Roger’s Park at the western entrance to the Weeki Wachee River.

Barbara Shelt, Environmental Scientst for the District explained, “Low Impact Development (LID) practces applied at
Rogers Park include porous asphalt in the parking spaces, infltraton trenches and bioretenton with wetland
vegetaton to reduce the amount of stormwater runof to the river.”

Disposable containers were prohibited on the Weeki Wachee river.

2023 Brings Rules to Boaters on the Weeki Wachee River
Most people would rather change their behavior a bit to preserve the Weeki Wachee River than to contnue depletng
its natural systems. They ask themselves, “What can | do to Protect Springs?”

In July of 2023, a Springs Protecton Zone was established on 5.61 miles of the river. In this area, beaching, mooring,
anchoring and grounding vessels are no longer allowed. Visitors to the river are stll welcome to swim and boat. We
just need to follow a few simple rules.

The ecological study of the Weeki Wachee River found direct links between recreatonal actvites and environmental
impacts. For example, visitors who leave their kayaks, canoes and boats may trample vegetaton and erode riverbanks
and sand point bars. Those who climb or jump/swing from trees can damage the trees.

From the Study, seven behavioral changes were found to be most likely to help the river heal itself while we