
                                                               

Thursday October 10 , 2024  

Chamber Business Breakfast 
 

Sponsored by: Bahr’s Propane Gas & A/C 

Speaker: Bahr’s Propane Gas & A/C 

At Golden Corral, 6855 Gall Boulevard, Zephyrhills  

2024 

Oct 4 @ 11:30am—Ribbon Cutting—One Life-Thiago Santos at Chamber’s Zephyrhills Office (38550 5th Avenue) 

Oct 5 @ 12:30pm—Ribbon Cutting & Building Dedication—Academy of Spectrum at 5320 1st Street, Zephyrhills) 

Oct 9 @ 9am-12pm—Economic Summit at Zephyrhills City Hall (RSVP and pay online at Chamber’s Event Calendar) 

Oct 9 @ 12-1pm—Chamber Empowerment Exchange & Networking Lunch (Members Only) at Sonny’s BBQ Zephyrhills 

(you purchase your lunch, 6606 Gall Boulevard—Please RSVP) 

Oct 11 @ 2:30pm—Ribbon Cutting—Hang Art Studio at Chamber’s Zephyrhills Office (38550 5th Avenue) 

Oct 16 @ 12-1pm—Chamber Empowerment Exchange & Networking Lunch (Members Only) at Sonny’s BBQ Zeph-

yrhills (you purchase your lunch, 6606 Gall Boulevard—Please RSVP) 

Oct 17 @ 8am—Core Connections at Chamber’s Zephyrhills Office (38550 5th Avenue—Please RSVP) 

Oct 23 @ 12-1pm—Chamber Empowerment Exchange & Networking Lunch (Members Only) at Sonny’s BBQ Zeph-

yrhills (you purchase your lunch, 6606 Gall Boulevard—Please RSVP) 

Oct 23 @ 5-7pm—Access to Opportunity at Dade City Women’s Club (37922 Palm Avenue—RSVP and pay online at 

Chamber’s Event Calendar 

So MANY Events available for you to get  

involved in, support and opportunities to  

engage, network and grow your business. 



https://www.eastpascochamber.org/events/details/2024-zephyrhills-economic-summit-17296


https://www.eastpascochamber.org/events/details/east-pasco-chamber-business-breakfast-10-10-2024-17046


In recognition of Florida Lineworker Appreciation Day, Tampa Electric (TECO) celebrates the thousands of 
lineworkers who support the safe and reliable delivery of energy services throughout our state. Their  
unwavering dedication, often under challenging circumstances, keeps our power on and our communities 
connected. 

Lineworkers are a vital part of Florida’s workforce. That’s why we partnered with Hillsborough Community 
College to create the Electrical Line Worker Training Program. It’s an innovative workforce development  
initiative aimed at meeting the growing demand for skilled workers in Florida’s utility sector while removing 
financial barriers and developing a pathway to employment in these crucial roles. 

We welcome you to join us in recognizing the lineworkers who help keep the power flowing for Florida 
homes and businesses. Below are a few social media posts and graphics you can use today to thank  
lineworkers for all they do in the Sunshine State.  

Potential Social Post: 

Today, on #FloridaLineworkerAppreciationDay, we celebrate men and women who keep our power on and 
our communities connected! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to the #FloridaLineworkers who work around the clock to deliver safe, reliable energy throughout 
the state! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Andy Taylor 

Regional Affairs Manager, Pasco County,  

Plant City & Brandon 

actaylor@tecoenergy.com 



https://www.eastpascochamber.org/events/details/access-to-opportunity-20308


Chair: Sid Jarrett, Jarrett Ford Dade City    STAFF 

Vice Chair: Nick Burgess, AdventHealth Pasco County  Vicki Wiggins, President & CEO 

      Foundation       Ivan Abare, Member Relations 

Past Chair: Matt Maggard, Shumaker    Jo Uber, Membership Relations Coordinator 

Past Chair: Dr. Randy Stovall, PHSC, Provost Emeritus  Kayla Chandler, Program & Events Coordinator 

Treasurer:  Terena Jones, Habitat for Humanity    Melody Floyd, Marketing & Events Coordinator 

     East & Central Pasco      Haley Roberson, Administrative Assistant 

Secretary:  Dennis Harmeson, Zephyrhills/Wesley  

     Chapel Ministerial Assoc. 

Ana Crespo, San Antonio Citizens Federal Credit Union 

Andy Taylor, TECO-Emera 

Carolyn Hodges, Faithful Friends Pet Cremation 

David West, Dade City Church of Christ 

Debbie Murray, East Pasco Republican Club   

Dennis Feltwell, Pasco-Hernando State College 

     East Campus Provost    

Eugenia Parlow, Two Men and a Truck    

Julie Cotton, Lynch, Cotton & Associates, P.A.   

Karly Jarrett, Jarrett Ford Dade City    

Katie Duncan, AdventHealth Dade City & Zephyrhills 

Kelly Sinn, Sunrise of Pasco, Inc. 

Kendall Deford, Kendall Deford Handyman 

Kimberly Poe, Pasco County Schools-Assistant  

     Superintendent of Elementary Schools 

Kevin Sullivan, Accident Attorney 

Pascal Collard, Sarah Vande Berg Tennis & Wellness Center 

San Abrahani, Memco Properties, Inc. 

Shane Bedward, AdventHealth Dade City 

Shane Barker, Vitis Realty 

Sue Prenderville, SONG Printing 

Tiffany Anderson, Saint Leo University 

Valerie Rochon, Rocycle, LLC 

Emeritus 

Sister Roberta Bailey, O.S.B., Benedictine Sister of Florida 

Ex-Officio 

Councilman Steve Spina, City of Zephyrhills 

 

Board of Directors & Staff  

2024-2025 



 Expanded Post Election Audit  
As the Supervisor of Elections in Pasco County, my primary responsibility is to ensure the integrity and  
security of our elections. One of the cornerstones of this duty is adhering strictly to Florida election law, 
which includes conducting mandatory voting system audits after each election. These audits are vital for 
maintaining transparency and public trust, ensuring that every vote is accurately counted and that the  
electoral process remains fair and secure.  

Since 2008, we had complied with the law by randomly selecting a contest from the ballot and randomly  
selecting three precincts to audit. While this reinforced the accuracy of our voting tabulators, we wanted to 
expand our voting system audit. That expansion and commitment to bolstering confidence was the  
implementation of the latest state-certified technology for post-election audits: the Clear Audit system. This 
advanced system is designed to adjudicate each oval on every ballot. This means that every ballot cast in 
Pasco County is independently accounted for and can be reviewed, adding an additional layer of confidence 
in the accuracy and fairness of our elections.  

In conclusion, my commitment as Supervisor of Elections is to uphold the law and maintain the highest 
standards of election integrity. Through the implementation of advanced technology, updated security  
protocols, and strict adherence to Florida election law, I am dedicated to ensuring that every election in  
Pasco County is conducted fairly, securely, and transparently. The trust of our voters is something I hold in 
the highest regard, and I will continue to work diligently to protect and uphold that trust in every election!  



Allstate Pest Control 
Brian Humphries & Jim Humphries, Owners 
15107 Bald Eagle Street 
Tampa, FL  33625 
813-926-4360 
Home & Garden 
 
Bell Pharmacy 
Chase Lambert, Pharmacy Manager 
38008 North Avenue 
Zephyrhills, FL 33542 
813-780-7216 
Health Care 
 
Hang Art Studio LLC 
Karina Hang, Owner 
17710 Long Ridge Road 
Tampa, FL  33647 
813-999-7604 
 
Renew Interiors, LLC 
Deborah Spanger 
5700 Rick Drive 
Zephyrhills, FL   33541 
813-263-4235 
Hone & Garden 
 
Right at Home Pasco 
Paul Lallanilla, Owner 
Michele Annas, Community Relations Manager 
8520 Government Drive, Suite 6 
New Port Richey, FL  34654 
727-844-3570 
Health Care 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Bean Buggy 
Fawn Parenteau, Owner 
6443 Mangrove Drive 
Wesley Chapel, FL  33544 
603-409-8200 
Restaurants, Food & Beverages 
 
Vets Feeding Vets 

Ernie Smith, President 

4717 Airport Road 

Zephyrhills, FL  33542 

813-702-8102 

Restaurants, Food & Beverages 

REMINDER:   
Refer a New Member and receive $25.00  

credit towards your membership renewal! 

September New Members 



Academy at the Farm 
Ace Hardware Dade City 
Ace Hardware Zephyrhills 
Allen Road Park 
Amerilife & Health Services of East Pasco 
Artistic Dental Associates 
Beef O Brady’s Zephyrhills 
Bennett Septic 
Commissioner Ron Oakley 
Custom Air Conditioning & Air Quality 
Dade City Tap House 
East Pasco Family YMCA 
East Pasco Seventh-day Adventist Church  
First Presbyterian Church Dade City 
Florida’s Sport Coast 
Franks Air Conditioning & Heating 
Golden Corral 
Habitat for Humanity East Pasco 

REMINDER:   
Refer a New Member and receive $25.00  

credit towards your membership renewal! 

September Renewing Members 

Hancock Farm & Seed Company 
Hyperbaric Center of Florida 
IR Staffing 
Kilgore Real East of Pasco – Wayne Tanner 
Lighthouse Books 
Loetscher’s Well Drilling 
Lowman Law 
Meals on Wheels 
Moore-Mickens Education/Vocational Center 
Murtha & Flischel CPA’s 
Pasco County Fair Association 
Pasco County Mosquito Control 
Premium Title 
Professional Hair Labs  
Roatan Charter 
Saint Anthonys Catholic School 
San Antonio Elementary School 
Scharber Flooring 
Skydive City 
Spivey Karate 
State Farm Insurance – Brant Blessing 
Sunnyside MHP 
The Muscle Clinic 
VFW Post 8154 
VIP Care-Zephyrhills 
Zephyrhills Cinema 10 
Zephyrhills High School 
Zephyrhills Moose Lodge 
Zephyrhills News  

Don’t miss out on great  

Networking Opportunities 

Just a small  

part of your Chamber  

Membership Benefits 



 

15th Annual Pigz in Zhills BBQ & 
Blues Festival 

Sat, Feb 8, 2025 

Sponsorship Opportunities  

Available!  

(include a space to engage with the 

thousands of attendees and more) 

 

For more information call 

352-567-3769 

or 

813-782-1913 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 You can submit monthly informational articles 

about you, your employees and your business? 

 You can Sponsor a Chamber Breakfast and be 

able to introduce your business to the attendees? 

 Advertisement is available in: Newsletter,  

Quarterly Chamber Magazine & Website? 

 The Referral Program can pay your renewal  

membership dues? 

 You can be a Sponsor for the Annual Kumquat 

Festival, Pigz In Zhills, Incredi-Bowl, Golf? 

 Attending Core Connections each month helps 

you learn more about your chamber benefits? 



 
 
 

Get To Know PSO’s School-Based Members 
 
 

As Pasco County students dash to class for another exciting school year, Pasco Sheriff's 
Office school-based members also returning to campuses. School Resource Officers 
(SROs), School Crossing Guards (SCGs) and Traffic Control Officers (TCOs) are geared 
up to once again do what they do best: protect students, families and school staff. 
Read about the dedicated PSO members who safeguard our students and the many 
ways they impact the community here! 
 

With the new school year underway, PSO wants to reassure our citizens that our School Resource Officers (SROs) are 
ready. Each of these deputies is specially trained and assigned to specific schools. SROs work to ensure a safe and  
supportive learning environment for students, teachers, faculty and staff. Their presence  offers reassurance that a 
certified law enforcement officer is available in an emergency, and they also act as a deterrent to crime. While SROs 
are recognized on campus by their badges, their role involves more than protecting and serving. They also provide 
mentorship and education by serving as coaches, club leaders and more. By engaging with students and being positive 
role models, SROs make a lasting impact during these critical years. 
 
Thanks to the dedication of our School Crossing Guards (SCGs) and Traffic Control Officers (TCOs), Pasco County  
students, families and pedestrians can travel through school zones safely. All SCGs and TCOs are  employed by PSO and 
certified by the Florida Department of Transportation. SCGs assist people in safely crossing busy streets, while TCOs 
regulate vehicle traffic in these areas to ensure the safety of everyone passing through, including motorists. PSO's 
School Crossing Guard unit was honored as Florida's 2023 School Crossing Guard Program/Agency of the Year (Large 
Agency) by the Florida Department of Transportation. This recognition acknowledges the exceptional service PSO SCGs 
and TCOs provide in promoting pedestrian and traffic safety. 
 
Many young citizens first interact with the Pasco Sheriff's Office through our school-based members. These members 
strive to create positive interactions with students to foster trust and encourage safe habits. They provide  
presentations on relevant issues and safety practices to ensure the safety of our community's youngest members.  
Additionally,  SCGs and TCOs frequently give free pedestrian safety training for children aged 4-6. Teaching children 
how to use crosswalks early on is crucial for their safety as they advance in their education. They also present to Safety 
Patrol students to reinforce the importance of school safety and how they can contribute to keeping their peers safe. 
These educational initiatives help students develop the knowledge and confidence to be good citizens and leaders. 
 
The first week of the new school year was a great success. On the first day of school, PSO deputies and Pasco County 
Fire Rescue showed their support for students with signs reminding drivers to slow down. SROs introduced themselves 
to the students, and some even gave presentations on critical safety information. It takes a dedicated team to help 
keep Pasco County students safe. If you want to join PSO in our mission to serve and protect, you can apply today at 
JoinPSO.com! 

 
 

Sheriff Chris Nocco 

 

October 2024 Sheriff Letter 



PSO Finds Truth Through Science 
 

Amongst the many law enforcement personnel who walk through a crime  
scene is a specialized group of people who find truth through science: our  
forensic investigators. Assisting deputies on various calls, including burglaries, 
overdoses, shootings and homicides, those who work in the field of forensics 
provide valuable skills to help solve crimes and bring closure to families. Pasco 
Sheriff's Office is pleased to highlight our forensic services section and our 
agency's different forensic science entities. 

 

PSO's Forensic Services Section consists of forensic investigators, latent print examiners and a Human  
Remains Detection K9. Each aspect of this section helps deputies identify subjects, solve crimes and bring 
closure to families. Forensic investigators assist deputies by using skills such as crime scene documentation 
and reconstruction, DNA collection and blood pattern analysis. Latent print examiners help find leads by  
processing, comparing and identifying collected prints through an extensive verification procedure. This  
specialized unit also includes K9 Diesel, a Human Remains Detection K9 and one of the only forensics-
integrated K9s in the country. 
 

Florida's Forensic Institute for Research, Security and Tactics, or F1RST, is a world-class training and research 
facility that PSO established to drive innovative and proactive approaches to policing. F1RST researches  
various topics, one of which is forensic anthropology. The facilities at F1RST provide ideal environments for 
forensic investigators and other practitioners to develop new methods and strategies for critical steps in the 
investigative process. The knowledge and skills gained through F1RST are then applied to actual cases,  
increasing public safety and bringing closure to families. F1RST also includes an in-house forensic  
anthropologist, who often joins PSO investigators on cases to identify discovered human remains. 
 

PSO forensic investigators proudly pass their knowledge to the next generation through the Explorer Post 
916: Forensic Branch. This exciting program is for those aged 14-21 to explore how science-based initiatives 
help law enforcement and our community. Participants in the program learn from experienced PSO forensic 
investigators and earn some of the same certificates as our forensic investigators, providing Explorers with 
first-hand experience training like forensic investigators.  
 

To learn more, visit PascoExplorersPascoSheriff.com.  
 

College students interested in advancing their education and gaining experience in the forensic field can  
apply for PSO's forensic internship and the F1RST internship. Our interns learn about the various  
methodologies forensic investigators use to analyze and document crime scenes and collect and examine 
valuable evidence. Students interested can learn more at JoinPSO.com. 
 

Forensic science is an exceptional asset to protecting our citizens. The unique skills and expertise forensic 
investigators and anthropologists bring to a case help deputies solve crimes faster and provide much-needed 
answers to those affected by crime. PSO is grateful to our forensic members and proud to provide  
opportunities for others to learn more about this essential specialization. 
 
 

Sheriff Chris Nocco 

 

Additional Sheriff Letter 



October Dade City Manager’s Update 

 

 

Happy October, Dade City! We are so excited for the Fall Season and the many  

opportunities to enjoy Dade City that it brings!  

Our Dade City Youth Council will be bringing back the Marketplace on October 5th! 

Look for them at the Community Park near The Spoke.  If you are interested in being a 

vendor, please email Marieke at: mvanerven@dadecityfl.com  

In addition to the Marketplace, we have some special events planned for you this month.  On October 26th, 

stop by Agnes Lamb Park from 10 to 1 for the Halloween Spooktacular.  Also on October 26th, join us at the 

exquisitely refurbished Touchton Park for the Monarch Butterfly Festival.  The Festival runs from 10 am to 4 

pm and is being jointly sponsored by the City and the Dade City Garden Club. 

Keep an eye out for the Dade City Center for the Arts hay bales that will soon decorate our City.  We  

appreciate the DCCA’s partnership and their commitment to bringing the arts to Dade City.  

Are you or someone you know interested on serving the City of Dade City through volunteering on a City 

Board? Check out our different boards and find our application online at: https://www.dadecityfl.com/

your_community/about_our_city/volunteering.php  

We know the detours from the 98 Bypass Construction can be frustrating – we are grateful to have a  

community that supports improvement and necessary upgrades. Staff is working closely with FDOT to  

continually adjust detours and provide additional options to ensure traffic flows as smoothly as possible.  

We hear your concerns and are working to make sure we address any potential issues that may arise. For 

more information on the closures and project, please feel free to visit: https://www.fdottampabay.com/

project/939/256423-3-52-01 

 
Upcoming City Commission and Board Meetings:  

Wednesday October 2 – Planning Board Meeting 

Tuesday October 8 – CRA Meeting, Commission Meeting 

Monday October 14 – Historic Preservation Advisory Board Meeting 

Thursday October 17 – Redevelopment Advisory Committee 

Monday October 21 – Joint Workshop Planning Board/City Commission 

Tuesday October 22 – City Commission Meeting  

 

 

Leslie Porter, City Manager 

mailto:mvanerven@dadecityfl.com
https://www.dadecityfl.com/your_community/about_our_city/volunteering.php
https://www.dadecityfl.com/your_community/about_our_city/volunteering.php
https://www.fdottampabay.com/project/939/256423-3-52-01
https://www.fdottampabay.com/project/939/256423-3-52-01


 

 
Breakfast Sep 12, 2024 

Sponsor: Trax Credit Union 

Did you know sponsoring a  

Chamber Breakfast is a great way to connect with  

local community leader and fellow chamber of  

commerce members? 

Call 352-567-3769 Dade City Office or  

813-782-1913 Zephyrhills Office 

Breakfast Sponsor Trax Credit Union and Speaker Commissioner Ron Oakley 



Mangroves and Manatees: Tampa Electric in the Community 

This week, Tampa Electric (TECO) partnered with Duke Energy, Coastal Conservation Association 

Florida and Hillsborough and Pinellas County governments to increase environmental resilience in 

the region. 

 

Thanks to 40 volunteers from the partnering organizations, about 700 red and black mangroves 

grown and donated by CCA Florida and the Duke Energy Crystal River Mariculture Center are now 

taking root at two locations impacted by tidal influence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mangrove ecosystems are vital to 

the health of Florida’s coastal  

estuaries. They reduce coastal  

erosion, improve water quality by 

filtering excess nutrients and absorb 

carbon dioxide while providing  

habitat and refuge for fish and  

wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Among the wildlife that make  

Florida’s coastal estuaries home, the 

manatee is arguably one of the most 

beloved. TECO’s commitment to  

supporting and educating the public 

about the threatened species has 

spanned decades. Now, we’re  

preparing to host our third annual 

Run for the Manatees 5K in January, 

which raises awareness and support 

for manatee conservation. 

 

The 5K route boasts beautiful  

scenery as it passes our Manatee 

Viewing Center and winds through the trails of the Florida Conservation and Technology Center (FCTC)  

campus. We welcome you to join us for this popular run before it sells out! 

 

As we look forward to this and other future stewardship events, we thank you and all our partners for  

amplifying our efforts to increase the region’s resilience. 

 

Thank you, 

Andy Taylor 

Regional Affairs Manager, Pasco County, Plant City & Brandon 

actaylor@tecoenergy.com 

(o) 352.567.1665 | (c) 813.416.6880 



“Where’s Ivan?” 

Did you know we 

have our very own 

“Waldo”? 

Except he goes by 

“Ivan”! 

Have you seen “Ivan” out and about 

visiting our Chamber Members? 

Do you know which of your fellow Chamber Members he has visited?  

Above is: 

San Antonio Citizens Federal Credit Union-Corporate Office,  

AAA Storage Hwy 52, LLC and Two ‘Ole Hens 

You never know where his smiling face will pop up at! 



9/18/2024 at Chick-fil-A for schools in Zephyrhills 



United Way of Pasco County Allocates $176,844 from FEMA 
for Phase 41 of the Emergency Food  

and Shelter Program Funding 

United Way of Pasco County (UWPC) has received $176,844 from FEMA for 
Phase 41 of the Emergency Food and Shelter National Board Program (EFSP), 
which is being allocated to local non-profit organizations in Pasco County. 

This will enhance efforts in providing shelter, food, and financial supportive services to residents experiencing  
economic crises. 

A Local Board comprising of representatives from social service providers, local government, the faith community, 
Homeless Coalition, and UWPC reviewed applications and allocated funding based on community needs. Eligible  
agencies must be 501(c)(3) non-profit organizations in good standing with the Federal Government and capable of  
delivering services such as served meals, food distribution, mass shelter, other shelter types, rent/mortgage assistance, 
or utility assistance. 

The federal funds from FEMA are designated for natural disasters, emergency situations, and areas with high poverty. 
EFSP funding can be utilized for food, rent, utilities, and mass shelter. Last year, FEMA, through UWPC, distributed 
$79,903 in EFSP funding. This year, FEMA significantly increased its distribution to $176,844. 

The Emergency Food and Shelter Program was established on March 24, 1983, with the signing of the "Jobs Stimulus 
Bill," Public Law 98-8, and authorized under the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act (P.L. 100-77). In  
accordance with the legislation, the National Board encourages Local Boards to place special emphasis on assisting the 
elderly, families with children, Native Americans, and Veterans. 

“Thank you to FEMA for entrusting United Way of Pasco with this responsibility year after year as we continue to make 
strides in Pasco in supporting all residents in need of basic needs and services,” remarked Charles Anderson, president 
of United Way of Pasco County, “This will increase the quality of life in Pasco County, as residents will be able to access 
shelter, food, and utilities.” 

The following organizations received funding: 

• Daystar Hope Center of Pasco: $10,000 for Other Foods 

• First Presbyterian Church: $7,500 for Served Meals 

• Fresh Start for Pasco: $16,800 for Rent/Mortgage, and $3,000 for Utility Assistance (Total: $19,800) 

• Hopeville Family Ministries: $15,000 for Other Foods 

• Metropolitan Ministries: $20,000 for Mass Shelter 

• One Community Now: $10,000 for Other Shelter, $18,044 for Rent/Mortgage, and $4,000 for Utility Assistance 
(Total: $32,044) 

• Sunrise of Pasco: $30,000 for Mass Shelter 

• Take Charge Wellness/End Recidivism Project Extreme: $7,500 for Other Shelter, $10,000 for Rent/Mortgage, and 
$5,000 for Utility Assistance (Total: $22,500) 

• Thomas Promise: $10,000 for Other Foods 

Youth & Family Alternatives: $10,000 for Mass Shelter 

United Way of Pasco County is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization dedicated to improving lives for children, families, 
and individuals throughout Pasco County. We collaborate with 50 partner agencies to assist our neighbors in their  
darkest hours and to find sustainable solutions to major issues in our community. 

For all inquiries, please contact: Laura Knight, Vice President of United Way of Pasco County 
727-247-2499 
laurak@unitedwaypasco.org 



Access East Pasco 9/24/2024 

Thank you to our panelists:  

Ron Oakley, Pasco County Commissioner District 1 

Seth Weightman, Pasco County Commissioner District 2 

Danny Burgess, State Senator 

Randy Maggard, State Representative 



Thank you to everyone who attended our Access East Pasco networking event. 

 

We look forward to seeing you at Access to Opportunity on Wed., Oct 23, 2024 

from 5-7pm at the Dade City Woman’s Club.  

Register online at EastPascoChamber.org or call 352-567-3769 

EastPascoChamber.org


Are you taking advantage of the networking opportunities the 

Chamber offers? 

Are you engaged with your fellow Chamber Members? 

If the answer is No, call us for more information and help! 



Access East Pasco was held on Sep 

24, 2024 at Saint Leo University’s 

Wellness Center. 

 

It was a networking event that the 

East Pasco Chamber organized that 

would give the attendees  an  

opportunity to hear important  

updated information from our  

panelists, network with other  

businesses and ask questions of the  

panelists. 

 

Thank you to our Sponsors: 

Presenting: 

AdventHealth  

Dade City Business Center 

 

Breakfast: 

Town of St. Leo 

 

Other Sponsors: 

Citizens Bank & Trust 

First National Bank of Pasco 

Greater Tampa Realtors, Pinellas 

Realtor Organization and Central 

Pasco Realtor Organization 

Jarrett Ford Dade City 

Shumaker 

TECO-Emera 



More great photos from Access East Pasco event. 

 

Photos courtesy of Matt Stone, Stone Photography Co & Richard Riley 



https://www.eastpascochamber.org/events/details/15th-annual-pigz-in-z-hills-bbq-blues-fest-19670


 Enjoy Gardening 365 Festival & Plant Sale October 5  

~~Free family event filled with activities including a Kids’ Zone~~  

WESLEY CHAPEL, FL ---- Grow your gardening skills with the masters! Join UF/IFAS Pasco County Cooperative  

Extension Service for our 8th annual Pasco Master Gardener Volunteers Gardening 365 Festival & Plant Sale  

Saturday, October 5, 2024. The FREE event includes a large selection of plants, seminars, educational resources 

and “Florida-Friendly” gardening information.  

WHAT: Gardening 365 Festival & Plant Sale  

WHEN: Saturday, October 5, 2024  

9 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

Rain or Shine  

WHERE: Wesley Chapel District Park  

7727 Boyette Road  

Wesley Chapel, FL  

This event includes a variety of educational seminars:  

Self-Watering Pails  

Herbs  

Pollinator Garden in a Pot  

Container Gardening  

Terrariums  

Hydroponic Gardening  

Vegetable Gardening  

Orchids  

 

Educational booths and hands-on activities for children will be available. We kindly request  

certified service animals only.  

For more information, visit: mypas.co/FestivalPlantSale  

 

“Pasco County—Florida's Premier County”  

  

Click here to watch video promo 

https://youtu.be/KcNb_krVwc4?si=3MZSVGYVx4MFLISk


 
Our Vision:  “to be the best  

resource to support our members and  

attract new business” 

 

Why Join? 

Promotion of your business  
~Links on our website -  

the preferred conduit for business  
development and tourism in our area 

~Advertising Opportunities 

~Sponsorship Packages 

Awareness of your brand  

~Multimedia program partnership 

~Event participation 

~FREE Ribbon Cuttings  

Introduce your business to the  

community 

Networking with your clients  

~Interaction with potential customers 

~Business Breakfasts 

~Chamber Ambassador Opportunities 

~Events and Committees 

Receive a credit of $25.00 for  

each new member you refer! 

 

We are a family owned business in operation 

for over 20 years specializing in both natural 

and traditional pest control services. We are 

very thorough and love to educate our  

customers on all the benefits of our services. 

We service several accounts in the Tampa Bay 

area and we are branching out to Pasco due to 

the growth and need of pest control services 

in the area. We are an honest, family owned 

company who will get the job done. We have 

professional references, if needed. We service 

everything from apartment complexes to  

residential homes. We provide preventative 

and post treatment for termites. We also  

prevent and eliminate general household 

pests. 

 

Life is too short to be bugged. 

 

Allstate Pest Control 
Brian Humphries (813) 338-7371 

Jim Humphries (813)766-2757 

Office (813) 926-4360 



Did you know you can  

add your events to the Chamber 

Event Calendar? 

Check out the Event Calendar on the 

website and complete the “Submit New 

Event” 

So Easy! 

Happy  

Birthday 

Chamber 

Members 

With October 

Birthdays 

We Hope Your 

Day Is  

Amazing! 

https://www.eastpascochamber.org/events/calendar/


 

 

Ribbon Cuttings 

Pioneer Florida Museum  

& Village Log House 

(on 9/16/2024) 
 

15602 Pioneer Museum Road 

Dade City, FL 33523 

352-567-0262 

Have you scheduled your Grand Opening, Ribbon Cutting, or  

Anniversary Celebration? 

 

If not, don’t miss this special opportunity, call the Chamber Today!  

We’d love to celebrate with you! 



 



 

 

 

 

Watering Shortage Order Extended To The End Of The Year 

~~Irrigation guidelines are important during dry conditions~~ 

PASCO COUNTY, FL ---- As western Florida’s water resources remain lower-than-normal, Pasco County 

Utilities urges everyone to conserve water and follow watering guidelines to drought proof your 

landscape. The Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) is extending its current modified 

Phase I Water Shortage Order through December 31, which limits lawn watering to once per week. 

“Recent rains in Pasco County have not been enough to combat earlier months of dry conditions in our 

region,” says Pasco County Utilities Customer Information & Services Director Sandra Anderson. “Reservoir 

levels remain lower-than-normal making it vital for everyone to follow irrigation guidelines. Once-a-week 

watering can result in a thriving, strong, and drought-proof landscape.” 

Watering is only permitted once per week regardless of your watering source. Year-round irrigation in Pasco 

County for potable, well and surface water remains between 6 p.m. and 8 a.m. The irrigation window for 

Pasco County reclaimed water customers is between Midnight and 8 a.m. Using reclaimed water only when 

needed is just as important as conserving any other source of water. 

Helpful tips on efficient landscape irrigation include: 

Know your watering day by visiting bit.ly/PascoWatering 

Stick to your watering schedule. Turf becomes drought tolerant. More is not better 

Ensure your irrigation system is operating properly and efficiently 

Email SaveH2O@MyPasco.net if you need assistance setting your irrigation controller 

Tips for outdoor and indoor water conservation and efficiency are available at bit.ly/PascoLawn and 

bit.ly/PascoIndoor. Visit PascoCountyUtilities.com for more information about Pasco County Utilities 

services. Report watering violations at bit.ly/Water-Misuse or by calling 727.847.2411. 

 

Ralph Lair 

Intergovernmental Affairs Officer 

Intergovernmental Affairs 

Pasco County 

P 352-521-5116 

Historic Pasco County Courthouse 





 
►$500K donation from tech entrepreneur Arnie Bellini creates program to increase number of  

cybersecurity professionals in fight to secure digital borders for businesses and governments 

ST. LEO, FL ­– For Tampa-based tech entrepreneur Arnie Bellini, cybersecurity is a mission —the need to secure digital 

information is crucial to the safety and success of the United States and the world.  

Now Bellini is taking steps to ensure that more people have the skills to protect businesses, organizations, and the  

nation. With funding from Bellini, Saint Leo University is launching a new cybersecurity 

certification program and skills courses, beginning Tuesday, October 1.  

Saint Leo University’s College of Computing, Artificial Intelligence, Robotics, and Data 

Science (CARDS) is partnering with ConnectWise founder Bellini and John Strand, 

owner of Black Hills Information Security, to offer this online, self-paced program.  

Dr. Edward Santiago, assistant professor of computer science at Saint Leo, will be the 

instructor.  

The curriculum for the cybersecurity certification program includes three courses: 

• Security Operations Center Core Skills 

• Getting Started in Security 

• Introduction to Cyber Deception 

Participants who complete each course will be awarded a digital badge while those 

who complete all three courses will earn a certificate. Register at www.saintleo.edu/

cybersecurity. 

Bellini also donated software to Saint Leo University to create an immersive  

cybersecurity lab for hands-on student learning. The new lab features simulation  

software for practicing digital attack prevention and will support both the cybersecurity 

certification program and the university's cybersecurity degree programs. 

Those enrolled in the new online cybersecurity certification program in Saint Leo’s Skills Academy will engage in  

real-world scenarios through the advanced cybersecurity simulation tool and receive direct access to course facilitators 

through discussion boards. 

The cost of the certification program (three courses) is $2,750. Cost for an individual skills course is $1,000. Each course 

takes approximately six hours to complete. Access to each course is available for up to six weeks. 

Cyber ‘Help Wanted’, Training Needed 

The National Security Agency (NSA) & Department of Homeland Security and its affiliated federal agencies have  

designated Saint Leo University as a National Center of Academic Excellence (NCAE) in Cybersecurity and certified that 

Saint Leo’s curriculum in cybersecurity meets or exceeds the requirements and standards expected of a leader in  

advancing cybersecurity education. 

“The global cost of cybercrime is a staggering $8 trillion,” said Bellini, managing director of Bellini Capital. “Nation-states 

must defend their digital borders with the same urgency as their physical ones. We chose Saint Leo for this mission to 

significantly increase the number of cybersecurity professionals, given the university's strong reputation in cybersecurity 

training.” 

According to Cybersecurity Ventures, in 2023 there were 3.5 million cybersecurity job vacancies, and the gap between 

demand and supply is expected to continue through at least 2025.  

Saint Leo University Launches Cybersecurity  

Certification Program and Skills Courses, Beginning 

October 1  

Dr. Edward Santiago 

Saint Leo University 

https://bellinicapital.com/about/
https://www.saintleo.edu/
http://www.saintleo.edu/cybersecurity
http://www.saintleo.edu/cybersecurity


 

With that need in mind, Saint Leo University faculty will offer the structured cybersecurity certification program with the aid 

of Strand and Bellini’s expertise. “We want to equip security practitioners with affordable and accessible training,” said  

Dr. Derek Mohammed, dean of the College of CARDS.  

Educational content will be aligned with CompTIA (Computing Technology Industry Association) and CompTIA Advanced 

Security Practitioner (CASP+) certification. 

The skills courses and cybersecurity certification program are intended for those with some prior knowledge of  

cybersecurity, but the program is practical. Individuals can “apply today, learn tomorrow,” Mohammed said.  

“The Tampa Bay area is quickly becoming a cybersecurity hub of talent and innovation,” added Bellini. “Our collective  

efforts will provide a talent pipeline for the many Tampa Bay organizations working to eliminate cybercrime.” 

Learn More 

Saint Leo University’s cybersecurity certification program will begin October 1. To enroll, register at http://

www.saintleo.edu/cybersecurity. For more information, email katie.chamberlain@saintleo.edu or call (352) 588-8857 or 

(352) 789-0042. 

About Saint Leo University 

Saint Leo University is a Catholic Benedictine university dedicated to helping learners of all backgrounds and ages gain 

the competence and courage to be more. Offering more than 60 degree programs to more than 14,190 students each 

year, the nonprofit university is known for providing a values-based education in the liberal arts tradition and a community 

of belonging for those who seek a greater purpose in life. Saint Leo is regionally accredited and offers a campus in the 

Tampa Bay area of Florida, regional education centers, and several online programs. The university is home to more than 

104,000 alumni. Learn more at saintleo.edu. 

Media Contacts:  

Mary McCoy 

Senior Editor & Media Relations Manager 

mary.mccoy02@saintleo.edu 

(352) 588-7118 or (813) 610-8416 

Kim Pegnato 

Longview Strategies for Bellini Capital 

kpegnato@longviewstrategies.com 

(781) 835-7118 

 

 

 

 

http://www.saintleo.edu/cybersecurity
http://www.saintleo.edu/cybersecurity
mailto:katie.chamberlain@saintleo.edu
https://www.saintleo.edu/
mailto:mary.mccoy02@saintleo.edu
mailto:kpegnato@longviewstrategies.com


John Richardson   

Jon’s Gourmet Nutrition 

Mark & Trish Carew  

OpenBuilds 

 

 

PEDC Award Winners 





Florida’s Largest Exterior and 

Interior Remodeling Company 

813-931-4663 

www.morganexteriorsinc.com 

 

• Business Listing—Web & Magazine 

• Eblast & Social Media Marketing 

• Brochure and Business Cards Display 

• Ribbon Cutting 

• Event Sponsorship’s 

• Networking—Online & In Person 

• Member to Member Discount 

• Website Job Listings 

Chamber Membership 

helps you reach your 

goals! 





 

Christmas Kumquat Soup 
 

Ingredients: 
6 Carrots, medium 
3 pads Butter 
1/3 cup Orange juice, fresh 
12 tbsp International cream, cinnamon hazelnut 
½ cup Water (for carrots) 
12-15 Kumquats, quartered & seeds removed 
Dollop Sour cream 
Sprig Mint 
 

Procedure: 
Cut up carrots and steam in ½ cup water until tender.  Place carrots, 3 pads of butter, and carrot water in 
blender; purée.  Add 1/3 cup fresh orange juice.  Add 12 tablespoons of cinnamon hazelnut international 
cream.  Place all together in a glass bowl and set aside.  Place kumquats in boiling water, cook until soft, and 
then purée in blender; keep kumquat water.  Combine kumquat purée with carrot purée in glass bowl and 
mix.  Garnish with dollop of sour cream and a sprig of mint. 

 
 

Connie Dickinson 
2007 Cooking Contest / Division:  Adult 

Category:  Miscellaneous / Place:  1st 

Kumquat Salad 
 

Salad Ingredients: 
4 Kumquats 
2 Bananas 
¼ cup Cream mayonnaise 
 Lettuce 

French Dressing Ingredients: 
3 tbsp Lemon juice 
5 tbsp Olive oil 
¼ tsp Salt 

Procedure: 
Wash but do not peel kumquats.  Combine olive oil, lemon juice, and salt and mix well (French Dressing).  
Slice kumquats very thinly and place in French Dressing and let set for 10 minutes.  Slice bananas and add to 
kumquats.  Pour cream mayonnaise (equal parts mayonnaise and whipped cream) over all.  Serve on bed of 
lettuce leaves. 

This recipe came from “Tried and True Grit Recipes-95 Years of Home Style Recipes”.  It was submitted to 
Grit Magazine on June 21, 1914. 

 
 

Mrs. W. C. Byrd 
2004 Cooking Contest / Division:  Youth 
Category:  Vegetable/Salad / Place:  1st 



 

Oct 17, 2024 

This month held at the Zephyrhills Office 

 

Another opportunity that the chamber 

offers New Members, Seasoned Members 

and Perspective Members to network. 

 

Come learn about “your” benefits you will 

receive when you join the Chamber! 

Held the 3rd Thursday of the Month at 8am-9am 
 

Location with alternated between the Dade City and Zephyrhills Office. 
 

Join us Nov 21, 2024 at the Dade City Office  

 Get Engaged 

 Ask Questions 

 Receive Answers 

 Introduce you and your business to 

the staff 

 Introduce you and your business to 

the other attending businesses 

 Exchange Business Cards & Brochures 

 Network 

 Build relationships and potential  

customers 

Sep 19, 2024 Core Connections 

A fun Networking Chamber Event  

You Don’t Want To Miss it in October! 



https://www.eastpascochamber.org/events/details/chamber-empowerment-exchange-and-networking-opportunity-10-02-2024-19722


Testimonials give consumers important information without  

being “salesy” and give potential customers the opportunity to 

do their own research and due diligence  

 

If you would like to submit a testimony email  

melody@eastpascochamber.org 

 
Joining a Chamber of Commerce is a strategic investment for  

businesses of all sizes. It provides a platform to connect, learn,  
collaborate, and grow within your local business community.  

From networking opportunities and increased visibility to  
advocacy and resources, the benefits of Chamber  

membership are numerous. 

The storms of life are inevitable. Whether it’s the biting 
snow of the Northeast, the trembling earthquakes of  
California, the swirling tornadoes of Alabama, or the 
fierce hurricanes of Florida. Each storm leaves its mark—
sometimes on the landscape, other times on our hearts. 
The aftermath can take years to mend, and often, we 
lean on those around us to help pick up the pieces. 
 
In the quiet moments, after the winds have calmed and 
the waters recede, we find that no earthly help can truly 
soothe the wounds left behind. Not the comforting 
words of friends, the generosity of aid, or the shelter that 

offers us temporary refuge. These things, while good, cannot restore what’s been lost deep within. 
 
To find peace that goes beyond understanding, we need to turn to Jesus. He walks with us through every 
storm, offering strength when ours fails and comfort when fear threatens to overwhelm. As we find ourselves 
in the midst of yet another season of uncertainty, I invite you to welcome Him into your life. In His presence, 
peace and joy aren’t just possible—they’re promised. 
 
"The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; He knows those who take refuge in Him." (Nahum 1:7) 
 
Dade City Christian Church 
11800 Windsorwood Boulevard 
Dade City 
352-518-0072 
www.dadecitycc.church 





SPIVEY KARATE HAPPENINGS 

11 yr. old Ashton Ahl (left) scored 3 
1st place wins in the Southwest 

Martial Arts tournament. He won 
in 11-12 yr. old Black Belt  

Weapons, Forms & Sparring.  
Amber Rogers, competing against 
men, placed 2nd in the weapons & 
forms divisions in the green belt 

categories. 

September promotion night at Spivey Karate.  

77 year-old Bill Spivey recently competed 

in the Southwest Martian Arts Open  

Tournament in Punta Gorda. He placed 2 

in both weapons & forms in the 50 year 

old & up Black Belt divisions. SEP.  ENROLLMENT SPECIAL 

DOUBLE YOUR ENROLLMENT 

Get 6 months for 3 month cost 

Get 12 mo. for 6 month cost 

Get 24 mo. for 12 month cost  

Spivey Karate & Tai Chi 
12240 S. US Hwy 301 

Dade City, FL 33525 

www.spiveykarate.com 



 

 

 

 

Open Position on Pasco County Tourist Development Council 

~~Florida’s Sports Coast seeks tourism professional to join advisory council~~ 

PASCO COUNTY, FL ---- Pasco County’s Destination Management Organization, Florida’s Sports Coast, is 

seeking a tourism industry professional to be the newest member to serve on the Tourist Development Council 

(TDC). 

Applications are being accepted online through October 15, 2024: mypas.co/AdvisoryBoards 

The TDC is an advisory council to the Pasco Board of County Commissioners, made up of elected officials and 

tourism industry professionals, who provide recommendations to the staff of Florida’s Sports Coast on exciting 

promotional/partnership proposals, marketing opportunities and oversight of tourism tax expenditures – also 

known as the “Bed Tax.” 

“We continue to move Florida’s Sports Coast into the next chapter of the brand, and we look forward to finding a 

council member who’s committed to the development and future of Pasco County as a destination,” says Executive 

Director Adam Thomas. 

Position Details: 

The opening must be filled by an active tourism professional i.e., an owner/operator of a tourism attraction,  

motel, hotel, restaurant, recreational vehicle park or other tourist accommodation in the county that is subject  

to the tourist development tax. 

TDC members serve staggered, four-year terms. 

Positions are voluntary, with no financial compensation. 

The TDC typically meets monthly – alternating between New Port Richey and Dade City. Applicants must 

live and be registered to vote in Pasco County 

For more information about the Pasco County Tourist Development Council, including members and the 2024 

meeting schedule, click HERE. 

 

Ralph Lair 

Intergovernmental Affairs Officer 

Intergovernmental Affairs 

Pasco County 

P 352-521-5116 

Historic Pasco County Courthouse 

37918 Meridian Avenue 

Dade City, FL 33525 



Saint Leo University Says ‘Welcome 

Home’ to More than 800 New Students 

During Move-In Days 
Majority of new, transfer students from 

Florida 

ST. LEO, FL – It was a day for excitement and a few nerves for new 

students as they arrived at Saint Leo University today (Thursday,  

August 22) to begin their college careers. They were greeted by faculty, staff, coaches, athletes, orientation leaders, and 

other fellow students who helped unload their vehicles and carry their belongings into the residence halls. 

More than 800 new and transfer students are registered and moving into residence halls, and classes begin on  

Monday, August 26, at the campus in Pasco County as well as online and at the university’s regional education centers 

in Florida and Savannah, GA.  

“There’s lots of emotions,” said Adrianna Rodriguez, a freshman from Spring Hill, FL, as she unpacked. “A little bit 

scared, a little anxious,” but overall, the communication and journalism major was looking forward to life at Saint Leo and 

beginning her studies.  

For mom Christine Conlon of New Hampshire, dropping off son Zachary at Marmion-Snyder Hall also brought out those 

feelings, but she was confident and comfortable with leaving him at Saint Leo, joined by his roommate Mekhi Thomas of 

New Port Richey, FL. While visiting in July, the family was at a restaurant and when everyone heard why they were in 

the area, “they all just said so many nice things about the university.” 

Zachary Conlon, who is majoring in sport business and communication, chose Saint Leo for a reason that is common — 

to get out of the cold. Dad B.T. Conlon said that while Zachary was making college visits in the north, his son noted, 

“there was no way I’d get out of bed in the morning in the cold.” 

“Out of all the warm places he visited, he said this feels like home,” Christine Conlon added.  

Christine and B.T. Conlon will be flying back to New Hampshire on Friday. “I wanted to stay but I was told to leave,” 

Christine said laughing.  

Roommates and best friends Hattie Robertson and Lexus Ottum from Mount Dora, FL, are ready for the school year to 

begin. “I’m excited about the classes and meeting all my professors,” said Robertson, who is majoring in medical  

humanities-health humanities. Ottum, who is pursuing a degree in elementary education, said she’s really looking  

forward to the course Evaluating Global Warming, one of the science offerings in University Explorations, Saint Leo’s 

general education program, which gives students a well-rounded foundation in arts and sciences. “I’m interested in  

learning about the world that is around us,” Ottum said.  

Making the choice of Saint Leo University was easy for Evan Bagniuk, who is majoring in business administration. It was 

close to home for Bagniuk, who is from nearby Land O’ Lakes, FL, and he and his family attend Mass at Saint Leo  

Abbey Church. “It’s close, and I just love the campus,” he said while his dad, Stan Bagniuk spoke with Dr. Jen Shaw, 

vice president of Student Affairs. “I’m looking forward to getting to know people and getting to know the campus.” 

Bagniuk has good company as 64 percent of the news students are from Florida.  

For Aubrey Wallace of Plant City, FL, Saint Leo University is a family affair with her grandfather Freddie Armour as a 

proud alumnus. Armour earned a bachelor’s degree in management in 2017 and is pursuing a Master of Business  

Administration degree. Wallace, who is majoring in criminal justice-homeland security was embraced in hugs by mom, 

Maria Boyd along with her grandparents Jovannie and Freddie Armour. “She doesn’t want to let go,” Freddie said of 

Boyd as she gave Wallace a final hug.  

 

 

 

 



Advice for New Saint Leo Lions 

“Our faculty and staff have been preparing for our students’ arrival on campus and working to make Saint Leo University 

feel like home and a place of belonging,” said Dr. Ed Dadez, university president. 

He advised students to take advantage of the resources and opportunities available to them including the offices of  

Student Success, Career Services, and Counseling Services, and encouraged them to participate in the many activities 

offered by the university. “Don’t forget that this community is here to help you be your best self and pursue a greater  

purpose in life,” Dadez added.  

Tamar Olguin Alzate, a junior and the Student Government Union (SGU) president, echoed the university president’s 

“get involved” message.  

“My advice to new students is don't feel bad about asking questions,” she said. “Ask as many questions as possible, 

whether in class or exploring campus. It's the best way to learn and get comfortable. Saint Leo gives you all the tools you 

need to be successful, the community is welcoming and supportive, and there's always someone willing to help.” 

       

Video link: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ir8d1lzq98q8x3bz6sk9g/Saint-Leo-University-Move-in-Day.mp4?

rlkey=ffeuauh2l8hrx1n1x29tbgc71&st=y5z8zfh5&dl=0 

Video by Marie Thornsberry, Saint Leo University 

Photos can be found at: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ldam8nl8q03sqjie9b2og/ABy9pS_iahyjHOk3tapTL_w?

rlkey=8q9m3ze3s0oktgleat8sgmbjp&st=hou5ppxe&dl=0 

Photo cutlines/captions: 

Photos by Saint Leo University 

New student Evan Bagniuk and his dad, Stan, chat with Vice President of Student Affairs Jen Shaw as Evan moved into 

Marmion Hall at Saint Leo University on August 22.  

Students check in and receive keys to their residence hall at Saint Leo University on August 22.  

Roommates and best friends Hattie Robertson and Lexus Ottum are ready to start their college careers.  

Aubrey Wallace gets a hug from mom, Maria Boyd 

“L is for Leo” – Maria Boyd, Aubrey Wallace, Jovannie Armour, and Freddie Armour say their goodbyes as Aubrey  

begins her first year at Saint Leo University 

Saint Leo University Orientation Leaders helped new students move into their residence halls.  

B.T. Conlon, Zachary Conlon, Christine Conlon, and Mekhi Thomas pose during move-in at Saint Leo University as 

roommates Zachary and Mekhi unpack their belongings. 

Students and their families received help to move into the Saint Leo University residence halls.  

About Saint Leo University 

Saint Leo University is a Catholic Benedictine university dedicated to helping learners of all backgrounds and ages gain 

the competence and courage to be more. Offering more than 60 degree programs to more than 14,190 students each 

year, the nonprofit university is known for providing a values-based education in the liberal arts tradition and a  

community of belonging for those who seek a greater purpose in life. Saint Leo is regionally accredited and offers a  

campus in the Tampa Bay area of Florida, regional education centers, and several online programs. The university is 

home to more than 104,000 alumni. Learn more at saintleo.edu. 

Media Contact: Mary McCoy, Senior Editor & Media Relations Manager, mary.mccoy02@saintleo.edu, (352) 588-7118 

or cell (813) 610-8416 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ir8d1lzq98q8x3bz6sk9g/Saint-Leo-University-Move-in-Day.mp4?rlkey=ffeuauh2l8hrx1n1x29tbgc71&st=y5z8zfh5&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ir8d1lzq98q8x3bz6sk9g/Saint-Leo-University-Move-in-Day.mp4?rlkey=ffeuauh2l8hrx1n1x29tbgc71&st=y5z8zfh5&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ldam8nl8q03sqjie9b2og/ABy9pS_iahyjHOk3tapTL_w?rlkey=8q9m3ze3s0oktgleat8sgmbjp&st=hou5ppxe&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/ldam8nl8q03sqjie9b2og/ABy9pS_iahyjHOk3tapTL_w?rlkey=8q9m3ze3s0oktgleat8sgmbjp&st=hou5ppxe&dl=0
https://www.saintleo.edu/
mailto:mary.mccoy02@saintleo.edu


Move-in Day Quick Reference Stats 

2024 

 

 

 

New Students: 841 registered  

Where they come from: 

• 64 percent are from Florida 

•           21 percent are from out of state 

 15 percent are international students from other countries 

 Number of New & Transfer Student-Athletes: 220 incoming students, about a 62 percent  

increase.  

First time College Students: 84 percent 

Transfer Students: 16 percent 

New Students Living on Campus: 602 

New Students Commuting: 238 

Total Students Residing on Campus: between 1,200 and 1,300  

Top Two Majors: criminal justice (all specialties combined) and biology (all specialties combined)   

Other Top Majors: biology: biomedical & health sciences; management; pre-nursing; business administration; and  

undeclared 

Average GPA: 3.14 

Top 5 countries: 

Bahamas 

Jamaica 

Kyrgyzstan  

Vietnam 

Morocco  

About Saint Leo University 

Saint Leo University is a Catholic Benedictine university dedicated to helping learners of all backgrounds and ages gain 

the competence and courage to be more. Offering more than 60 degree programs to more than 14,190 students each 

year, the nonprofit university is known for providing a values-based education in the liberal arts tradition and a  

community of belonging for those who seek a greater purpose in life. Saint Leo is regionally accredited and offers a 

campus in the Tampa Bay area of Florida, regional education centers, and several online programs. The university is 

home to more than 104,000 alumni. Learn more at saintleo.edu. 

https://www.saintleo.edu/


9/11 Ceremony  

held at Zephyrhills Museum of  

Military History on  

Sep, 7, 2024 

 

Thank you to all of the men and 

women who gave their lives and 

their families. 

 

Thank you to all of the men and 

women who are serving, have 

served, have sacrificed their lives 

and to their families. 

 

You will always  

be remembered 

 

Photos from Patrick Fortune 



 

 

 

 

 

Rate Changes for Pasco County Utilities Customers 

~~ New water, wastewater and reclaimed water rates beginning October 1 ~~ 

 

PASCO COUNTY, FL ---- Pasco County Utilities customers should anticipate rate changes on their water, 

wastewater and reclaimed water bills effective October 1, 2024. The average residential water and sewer customer, 

using 6,000 gallons per month, will see a billing increase from $86.15 to $88.65 – a difference of $2.50. 

Residential reclaimed water customers will also experience small increases in the reclaimed water base charge and 

the Back-Flow Prevention Device fee as follows: 

Reclaimed Water Base Charge: $11.79 increases to $12.20 – a difference of $0.41 per month 

Includes the first 10,000 gallons 

$1.18 increases to $1.22 for every additional 1,000 gallons – a difference of $0.04 

Back-Flow Prevention Device Fee: $6.42 increases to $6.64 – a difference of $0.22 

Pasco County is proud to offer its customers high-quality services. A full list of rates and fees is available online at 

bit.ly/pcurates. Pasco County Utilities rates, fees, and charges benefit all customers, as Pasco County Utilities uses 

these revenues to operate, maintain, repair, and replace water, wastewater, and reclaimed water systems and  

services. 

A four-year rate schedule went into effect October 1, 2021, with changes adopted from a Cost-of-Service Rate Study 

approved by the Pasco Board of County Commissioners. The study includes projected annual adjustments to service 

rates, fees, and charges through September 30, 2025. 

Visit PascoCountyUtilities.com for more information about Pasco County Utilities services. 

 

Ralph Lair 

Intergovernmental Affairs Officer 

Intergovernmental Affairs 

Pasco County 

P 352-521-5116 

Historic Pasco County Courthouse 

37918 Meridian Avenue 



NatureCoaster.com Plans Exciting Show Schedule for 2024-5 Season 

After working with several organizations throughout the Nature Coast, Diane Bedard,  

Publisher of NatureCoaster.com announced their 2024-2025 Show Schedule.  

“We are excited to meet our readers and to meet new faces to bring into the  

NatureCoaster.com fold. After two 

years of meeting the public at  

various festivals throughout Citrus, 

Hernando and Pasco Counties, we 

have learned that our readers love to 

meet the faces behind the stories, so 

we took on an action-packed  

schedule this year,” Diane said. 

It all began with the Manatee  

Festival several years ago. After read-

ing the book, Purple Cow, by Seth 

Gordon, Diane came up with the idea 

of publishing an area map and giving it to festival attendees. As part of the publication’s  

ongoing sponsorship, Jade White with the Citrus County Chamber suggested  

NatureCoaster.com have a festival booth and the rest is history. 

“We still give free maps and 

NatureCoaster stickers to  

festivalgoers throughout the 

Nature Coast, as well as sell 

logo caps and mugs,” Diane 

says. “It is heartwarming to 

meet readers who look  

forward to their weekly  

e-zine or follow us on social 

media… and it is fun to share 

the website with those who 

are enthusiastic about our 

content.” 

 



Any of the NatureCoaster.com partners are welcome to join us at any of the festivals to help 

promote their organization. We love to add value to our partnerships! 

Starting Saturday, September 14, you will be able to find NatureCoaster.com at the Citrus 

Business Expo where we will have a gift basket featuring NatureCoaster.com’s delicious  

blackberry/blueberry table wine (must be 21 or older to win), a couple of glasses, coasters 

and a map to help you plan your picnic on the Nature Coast. 

Other events we plan to attend include: 

Date Festival Location 

10/26/2024 Monarch Butterfly Festival Dade City 

11/9/2024 Veterans Music Fest Brooksville 

1/18/2025 Manatee Fest Crystal River 

1/25/2025 Kumquat Festival Dade City 

2/8/2025 Pigz in Z’Hills Zephyrhills 

2/22/2025 Walk of Arts 2025 Inverness 

3/1/2025 Strawberry Festival Floral City 

It is possible that we will add or subtract from this schedule, and if we do, we will be sure to 

let you know. Make your plans to attend as many or as few as fits your time. Please stop by 

our booth at any of these festivals, pick up a free regional map and sticker, and introduce 

yourself.  

About NatureCoaster.com 

NatureCoaster.com is an award-winning online 
magazine that seeks to connect the best of 
Florida’s Nature Coast with the world. With 
over a quarter of a million unique visitors to 
our website in 2023, a weekly digest  
e-magazine, and an impressive social media 
presence, we can connect your organization 
with an engaged, active audience seeking new 
experiences and trusted vendors. Contact  
Diane Bedard at 352-428-2143 or  
Diane@NatureCoaster.com to discuss how  
NatureCoaster.com can help you. 

mailto:Diane@NatureCoaster.com


  Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks of the USA 

Charity & Service 

Respect For Home & Family 

Love of Country 

Leadership 

 

Zephyrhills Elks Lodge# 2731 is inviting you to join our Antlers Program  

Come and see what we have to offer you.  

We as Antler's take pride in our support to our Veterans, our Communities and our Fellow SchoolMates.  

The Antler's meet monthly at our lodge at 6851 Wire Road, Zephyrhills.  

Our Program is coming back in session with our first Fall Meeting on Sept 23rd at 6:00 P.M. We are currently 

creating and making hand made Thank You and  

Welcome Back Cards for our Active-duty and Veteran Heroes to be honored on Nov. 11th. More information 

to follow at the meeting·  

If you are 12-18 years old and would like to be part of this program, come join our Antler Program at any 

time.  

Please contact Anne McDonald @ 813-395-4723 or Donna Moyer @ 813-727-6727  












































































